
WREC Parent Council Agenda/Minutes 
December 7, 2022 

 
Members Present:  Dr. Corbett Babb, Heather Zabinski, Michelle Esterbrook, Catherine Mack,  
   Alison Goodyear, Linda Dawson, Angella Jones, Kara DeJohn,  
   Meghan White, Lynsay Ladany 
 
Academic Achievement Update/PSSA Results/Adjustments for this Year 

• Dr. Babb reviewed PSSA results from the 2021-22 school year.  He noted that both math 
and ELA proficiency rates had dropped about ten percent from pre-COVID years, but 
were still among the best overall for Berks County middle schools. 

• With the addition of a full-time reading specialist, WREC is better able to meet the 
needs of our identified struggling readers.  The reading specialist has trained our two 
instructional aides to deliver targeted reading remediation for small groups of students. 
This is occurring during the morning WIN Block. There are now three reading 
remediation groups that meet each morning. 

• Another major topic of discussion was the new math program (Eureka Math Squared). 
Dr. Babb explained that all math teachers are working hard to successfully implement 
the program, but with any new program, there are always “growing pains”.   Several 
parents noted that their students prefer the new program to the old one.   

 
Parent/Teacher Conference Input 

• Dr. Babb asked the Council for their input regarding WREC’s format for parent/teacher 
conferences.  Conferences occurred on November 21 and 22.  The general consensus of 
the group was that parents preferred the “Webex version” of conferences over the face-
to-face format.  Dr. Babb noted that our parent participation rates have never been 
higher.  There was an issue raised from several 6th grade parents concerning some 
miscommunication/missed invitations for their conferences.  Dr. Babb agreed to raise 
the issue at the next 6th grade team meeting. 

 
School Safety/Security Concerns 

• Dr. Babb raised a recent concern regarding school crossing guards and the problem the 
district has had with replacing crossing guards who had retired and/or left their 
positions.  The agency which coordinates the crossing guards and substitute teachers for 
the district recently hired two new crossing guards and they started work this past 
week. 

• Two parents raised issues they had recently heard regarding overall student bus 
behavior and behavior issues during 5th grade recess. 

 
 
The next WREC Parent Council Meeting will take place on Wednesday, February 8, 2023 at 
9:00 a.m. 
 


